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offspring of Negroes and Indians) that they are never quite able
to assert their political or intellectual powers.
South America has been the scene of some strange political
experiments. A Brazilian empire was something quite new under
the sun, and that extraordinary Jesuit free state in Paraguay (which
lasted much longer than the empire on its eastern front) will
probably always receive honourable mention in learned works
devoted to applied Utopias. And South America produced at least
one man of more than extraordinary ability, the great Bolivar,
who not merely set his country free but who was directly or in-
directly responsible for the successful outcome of most of the
revolutionary movements of the entire continent. I do not for a
moment doubt that there have been a great many other men who
have loomed large in the local histories of Uruguay and Bolivia,
but our planet at large has not heard of .them, and I wonder
seriously whether upon close acquaintanceship they would prove
to be of the calibre that is necessary to elevate them to the rank
of world figures. And so it will be sufficient for the purpose of
this book if I present you with a brief catalogue of mountains,
rivers, and states, and promise you faithfully that I will fill in the
human details a thousand years hence.
The entire western coast of South America consists of a con-
tinuation of the Rockies and of the Mexican Sierra Madre, and it
is known as the Cordilleras de los Andes, or the Andes for short
% The Andes was the Spanish name which the conquerors had given
to those irrigation canals which the Indians had built all over the
slopes of their native hills. By merely destroying those canals and
dams, the Spaniards were afterwards able to let many tribes starve
to death, and since the Conquistadores had taken the long and
dangerous trip across the ocean to get rich quick and not to found
, a permanent home in a new world, this was as good a way of rob-
bing the natives of their possessions as any other.
When approaching the South Pole, the Andes break off into a
number of islands of which Tierra del Fuego is the best known.
Between Chile and Tierra del Fuego lies the strait which Magellan
navigated with such great difficulty on the white man's first trip